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NORWICH, 


the gthday of February, 170, 


Erem. Vynne, Eſd: Edw. Clarke, 
Eſq; and Alderman Wm. Cook 
are defired to wait upon Mr. Hoadly fur' | 


At the Court of Mayoralty held 


and requeſt him to have his Sermon Print. 


day. 
Per Curiam 


Chappell. 


ed that he preached at Chrift-Church ox 3 
the 19th of January laſt, being the Faſ 
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Joel IL 12, 13. 


and with Faſting, and with weeprng, 
= and with mourning. Aud rent your 
Heart, and not your garments; and turn 
unto the Lord your God ; for He 1s gra- 
ctous, and merciful, ſlow to anger, and 


of great kindneſs, and 3 Him 
of the evil. 


HE fad occaſion of the Obſervation of this 
day is of the ſame Nature with that of theſe 
words of the Prophet; and therefore they 
5 will not be an improper ſubject for our atten- 
© :ion, and thoughts, at a time, that is ſet apart for the 


n 


I 


7 | gather blackneſs, the Earth ſhall Yicake, and the Hea- 


: by ſo ſenſible an Inſtance of God's heavy diſpleaſure we 
N ſave the Exhortation preſs d more hoine and cloſe up- 


Y Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord; Turn 
= ye even to me with all your H ears, 
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— Bs: of that, which the Prophet here recom- 
mends, and adviſes, and calls on the people of Ijrael 
X 8 do. We have Hatt an earneſt of that great and terri- 
day) of the Lord, which none can abide; in which all Faces 


Vens 10 all tremble, 154 the Lord {hall atier his voice: and | 
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on us, than the Jews could have by an expectation of 
what they were told ſhould hereafter come upon them. 
God has not ſent us a Prophet to forewarn us of what 
He will do, whom we might eafily deride, and ſcoff at 
as a warmheaded, and fanciful Madman; but has given 


us ſuch an Eſſay of His wrath, ſuch a feeling of His 


| Power, and our Deſerts, as is fit to ſtrike a deeper Im- 


preſſion on our Souls than any words could do; fit to 
rouſe up the moſt dull, and ſleepy, and melt the hardeſt 
Hearts into ſeriouſneſs, and conſideration. He has ut- 
ter'd His own voice, yea and that a terrible voice, calling 
as toturn to Him with weeping, faſting and mourning. To 
torfake, and abhor thoſe mY which are the cauſe of 
His Anger againſt us; and to expreſs our deteſtation 
of them by the ſureſt figns of the deepeſt ſorrow. And 


He has done this in a manner the moſt likely to make us 


in ſober earneſt in this matter, the moſt likely to roach 


our moſt ſecret conſcience, and put us paſt only a ſhow, 
and mockery of Repentance; to cauſe us to rent not 
6 our Garments but our Hearts alſo; not only to put 
on an outward appearance of grief, but to be poſſeſſed 


with an unfeigned inward regret, and to be throughly 
converted, and turned unto the Lord our God. This 


is the deſign of all His Judgments, and the way to pre- 
vent, and remove them. This is what His paſt Judg- 
ments call us to, and what will ſecure us e 1 
which we have good reaſon to fear are yet to come. 
And, to encourage us in hearkning to His call in thus 
returning to Him, He has given us comfortable exam- 
ples, and ſure promiſes, that we ſhall be received by Him 
with all the Readineſs, and Joy that we can deſire: 
that He bears with us only to give us time to return, 


and be received; that He will be glad to have no far- 


ther occaſion of ſeverer chaſtiſement ; for that He #5 
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gracious, and merciful, flow to anger, and of great Rind. 
neſs, and repenteth Him of the evil, which He hath ei- 
ther done, or defign'd us. 1 

The Doctrinal Propoſition which will ariſe from 
theſe words is. That the proper and ready way to prevent 
and remove God's Judgments, and toprocure His Favour, 


and Bleſſing, is with a true, and Hearty Repentance to turn 
unto Him. | | 108 

This I ſhall at preſent diſcourſe upon under theſe 
four Particulars. 


I. That the only cauſe of God's Diſpleaſure is the (in 
and te of 2 e 5 f 
II. That under the ſenſe or expectation of his hand, the 
way to appeaſe, and reconcile Him is to turn to Him 
with Weeping, Faſting, and Mourning. 
III. That theſe outward ſigns of ſorrow muit be accom- 
panied with a real change of Heart and Life. | 
IV. That to encourage us to this our Repentance, and 
turning to Him, He gives us Time, and e 
us Acceptance : and mill upon it bleſs us as much as 
He before afflicted 1 5 | 


Theſe all hang upon, and are neceſſary conſequenees 
one of another, and I have divided them thus only 
for the more clear and plain handling of them. 


I. The only cauſe of God's diſpleaſure at a Nation is the 
in and wickedneſs of it. This the Prophecies are full of. 
They always lay Gods Judgments to the fins of the 
People. They repreſent Him as backward, and un- 
willing to enter into a e with them, but 

torc'd, and compell'd as it were by their ſtubbornneſs: 
and they adviſe them to return unto their Duty, 5 + 
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ure, and direct way of regaining His Favour 3 which 
ſhows that the only cauſe of loſing it was wandring 
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from that Duty and rebelling againſt Him. Thus the 
Prophet Iſaiah tells the People in the 59 chapter and 
1ſt verſe. They would it ſeems have laid their afflicti- 
ons upon God's inability to help them : bur He teils 
them, That the Lord's hand was not ſhortn'd that it could 
not ſave, neither his ear heavy that it could not hear (He 


was always able, and always ready) But yoar iniquities 
hade ſeparated between you, and your God; and your ſins 
have hid His Face from you , that He will not hear. He 


then counts up their Iniquities, and after rejoyns thus; 
Therefore is Judgment Ys from us, neither doth Tuſlice 


overtake us. We wait for light, but behold obſcurity; 


for brightneſs, but we walk in darkneſs. And ſo Jeremy 


tells them, That their own way and their own doings had 
 procurd theſe things unto them, both in the 2d and 4th 


Chapter, as in the 5th He does, that they witheld good 
things from them. And Ezekiel 39.23,24. God by His 
Prophet tells them The Heathen ſhall know that the 


Houſe of Iſrael went into Captivity for their iniquity : 


becauſe they treſpaſſed againſt me, therefore hid I my Face 
om them, and gave them into the Hands of their enemies. 


According to their uncleanneſs,and according to theirTranſ- 


 greſſions have ] done unto them, and hid my Face from 


them. 1 
This ſame reaſon, namely the Iniquity of the 


People God gives when He threatens any Judgment 
to them, fo as to ſhow that one is the natural conſe- 


quence of the other. As in the 21ff of the 2d of Rings. 
Becauſe Manajſeh King of Judah hath done theſe Abomi la- 
tions, and hath made Judah alſo to fin with his Idols, 
therefore thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, I am bring- 
g ſuch evil upon Jeruſalem, and Judah, that a 

heaxreth 


heareth it both his ears ſhall tingle: I will wipe Jeruſa- 
lem 4s 4 man wipeth a diſh, turning it upſide down and 
wiping it; and I will forſake the remnant of my Inheri- 
tance, and deliver them into the Hand of their enemies, 
and they ſhall become a prey, and ſpoil unto them. Be- 
cauſe they have done that that was evil in my ſig bt, and 
have provoked me to anger. And Iſaiah 6G. 3. They have 


choſen their own ways, and their ſoul delighteth in their 


Abominationus, 1 alſo will chuſe their deluſions, and will 


bring their fears upon them; becauſe when I called none 


did anſwer, when I ſpake they did not hear, but they did 
evil before mine eyes, and choſe that in which I delight- 


ed not. I might mention innumerable other places but 
it is needleſs. No one can look into the Hiſtory of 
that ſtubborn Nation but will ſee the conſtant repre- 
ſentations of Gods Prophets to them in this train, and 
the conſtant occaſions for ſuch repreſentations : with 
what earneſtneſs God declares againſt their fins, and 


with what Puniſhments He threatens to load them. 

For God is of ſo pare eyes that He cannot behold or coun- 
tenance Iniquity, nor will He upon any conſideration 
let it eſcape. Whatever deſigns He might before have 


of bleſſing a Nation; Whatever engagements to pro- 
ſper them with ſucceſs in their Bond Tra How well 


 foever they had before behav'd them 


elves; How dear 


ſoever they had been to Him; yet this cancels and 


outballances all; and God cannot be brought to paſs 


by and wink at their fins on any the moſt plauſible Plea 


and Juſtification. This that people have often decla- 


red unto them, who are the great and ſurprizing In- 


{tance both of His Mercies and His Judgments: That 
People whom He had nouriſhed and brought up; whom He 


CI 


had formed for Himſelf, whom He had redeemed and 


called by His Name; whom He preſerved when they paſ- - 
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tu 
ſed through the waters; and for whoſe ſake He eter of 
| down all the Nobles of Babylon. This very People, 
| . when they call'd not upon Him, but were weary of Him, 
and wear) d Him with their Iniquities He gave to the 
curſe, and to reproaches, Tſaiah 43. He dealt by them 
ö when they rebetl'd againſt Him as He threatned to 
I deal by Coniah, Jer. 22. Though his Houſe were Gi- 
| lead unto Him and the Head of Lebanon, yet He would 
q make it a wilderne/: , and cities not inhabited. Na 
1 more, As I live ſaith the Lord, though Coniah the ſor 
Mm of Fehojakim Ring of Judah were the ſignet upon my right 
Hana, yet would I pluck thee thence. He remembred 
not to them His Kindneſs of old , but when they 
turned and rebelled againſt Him, and forgot what He 
had done for them, He alſo forgot it, and puniſhed 
1 them, as if He had never kuown them. Notwith- 
it ſtanding the Love that He bore to their Fathers, yet 
| when their ſons turned from the way of them, their 
_ own wickedneſs was upon them. All the righteouſneſs that 
| their Fathers or they had done before was not remem- 
= ber'd; In the treſpaſs that they treſpaſſed, and in the ſin 
=” that they ſinned in that they died, 
? Thus doth God deal with a ſinful Nation. And 
b that He would not ſo deal with them unleſs they were 
WA. ſinful appears from His wiſhing that they had not been 
— (ob), that they would ſtill ſave themſelves by Repentance, 
a and promiſing that upon Repentance He would ſave 
them. As I[jazah 48. 18. O that thou hadſt hearken'd to my 
commandments! then had thy peace been as a River, and 
thy Righteouſneſs as the waves of the Sea. And Deut. 5. 29. 
O that there were ſuch an Heart in them, that they would 
fear me, and keep all my Commanaments always, that 
it might be well with them, and their children for ever. 
And ſo in the 32d and 29th of the ſame Book, and very 
„ pathetically 
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pathetically in the 81ſt Palm, O that my People had 


he irkened unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my ways! 1 


d ſoon have ſubaued their enemies, and turned my 


Hind againſt their Adverſaries. The Haters of the Lord 


ſpruld have ſubmitted themſelves unto Him; but their 


ne ſhould have endured for ever. And Malachi and 
Z :chariah tell the Jews that if they will return unto the 
Lord, He alſo will return unto them; and St. James 
ſays that if we will draw v unto God He will draw nigh 


GW 


= Thele are a few places out of many, and they ſhow 
that Gods diſpleaſure to a Nation is only on the account 
of cheir Sins. He gives it as a reaſon of His puniſhing 


them, that they are Sinful : The way that He dire&s 


them to eſcape His Judgments is forſaking their Sins; 
which He promiſes ſhall be effectual for that purpoſe. 


I: may perhaps bear a debate whether Gods Judg- 


ments on a Nation are a neceſſary fign of His diſplea- 
ſure; and ſomething like an Argument may be uſed to 


D 


ſhow that we know not, bur for ſome other unknown 


ends He may pour out a portion of His wrath upon 
them: but as the Suppoſition we muſt here go upon is 
not to be met with; ſeeing there is no nation ſo righ- 
teous as to dare to put in their plea, and defend their 
W uprightneſs againſt God: and as we in particular can- 
not pretend to a freedom from His moſt terrible Judg- 
ments; having this day confeſs d, and bewail'd, and, I 
hope, heartily abhorr'd, and renounc'd ; and having e- 


very day ſeen, and heard, and perhaps committed, 


uch Sins as deſerve the deepeſt of His wrath: As, I 
gay, the caſe ſtands thus, that Debate falls of its ſelt, 
at leaſt it is not worth our while to enter into it. It 
may be ſatisfaction ſufficient, and we may ſafely rett 
on thoſe general Declarations God has made in Scrip- 


B ture 


[ ro ] 

ture of His Diſpleaſure being wholly on the account 
of fin, and that when that is remov'd His wrath will 

be removed with it. 
Though, had Scripture been filent in the caſe, the 
thing ſpeaks it ſelf, and we might gather from God's 
Nature and Attributes that nothing can make us odious 
to Him but fin and wickedneſs, ſeeing nothing elſe 
makes us unlike Him. As God has made us, and gi- 
ven us a n As He it is who always preſerves us, 
and provides for us, it cannot be ſuppoſed that he ſhould 
hate us or be offended at us upon our own accounts, but 
only for ſomewhat, that we ſuperadd to our own Na- 
ture. As we are His Creatures, and the Workmanſhip 
of his Hands, made in His Likeneſs, and Image, there 
can be nothing in our frame that is offenſive to Him; 
and His diſpleaſure muſt belong to us only upon the ac- 
count of our not anſwering the end of our creation, and 
Living worthy of that image which he hath ſtampt up- 
on us. While we continue pure and innocent, and de- 
face not His Superſcription, we continue like Him, and 
are as pleaſing to Him as we were the moment we were 
created: and unleſs we had been then pleaſing unto 
him, it cannot be ſuppoſed he would have created us, 
ſeeing that is a reflection unworthy of his Divine Nature 
to imagine he created a Whole race of men only to vent 
his anger and diſpleaſure on. No, He created us for his 
own glory, in ſhowing his goodneſs, and loving- kindneſs 
to us; and he delights in exerciſing this upon us, as long 
as we remain what he created us; as long as we live like 
him, that is like our ſelves. While we guide our ſelves 
by that Rule which he has placed within us, and direct 
our ſteps according to our Reaſon, and Conſcience, % 
Canc le of the Lord, which he has ſet up in our hearts, we 
are happy in the enjoy ment of a 44 mind, _ by 
enſe 
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11 
ſenſe of God's favour: but when we tranſgreſs the 
bounds, and wander out of the way which is mark*d and 
pointed out to us by that God (as it is often call'd, be- 
cauſe it is the image, and vice-gerent of God within us 
we feel our puniſhment in our ſelves, and are filled with 
trouble & remorſe from the torments of our own mind, 


I and the inward weight of God's indignation againſt us. 
= God has ſo framed every one of us, that acting in com- 


plyance with, or in contradiction to his Laws, which he 
has engraven in our hearts, that is, doing well, or com- 
mitting ſin, carry along with them their own reward 


and puniſhment. So that he often in private caſes leaves 
us to our ſelves for Juſtice when we offend againſt him: 
and executes ſufficient vengeance by letting looſe our 


Conſciences upon us without lay ing on outward plagues, 


and afflicting us with viſible and exemplary Judgments. 
But in the caſe of a whole Nation his diſpleaſure cannot 
this way be manifeſted ; but only by outward and ge- 
neral Afflictions: unleſs we ſuppoſe a publick Conf: 
ence, and one Univerſal Reaſon actuating, like the Soul 
of Man, the whole Body Politick , and likewiſe every 
particular part of it. ! 
in publick caſes are open and appearing : as they would 
| alſo be in particular ones, were there not ſecret,and un- 


Cl- 
His Mercies, and his Judgments 


ſeen ways of afflicting, & puniſhing men in thoſe, which 


are not applicable to People and Nations. For God will 


not let fin go unpuniſhed, but ſome way or other ſets 


| forth his Indignation againſt it; in a manner that ap- 
| ron moſt likely to His Wiſdom to accompliſh the Ends 
0 


r which both his Publick and Private Judgments are 
deſigned: rhat is the converſion of ſinners, either by the 


enſe of their own hearts, or the example of others pu- 


niſhment. For God afflicts not merely for the ſake of 
Jafflicting: He uſes not to draw out his Sword willingly 
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[ 12 3 
to. wound the children of Men; but when He goes a. 


bout that His #range work, it is to bring men to à ſenſe 
of the cauſes of it, and to thoughts of returning to their 


Duty, and their Happineſs. And this naturally leads me 


to the ſecond thing, vr. 

II. That under a ſenſe or eæpectation of God's Judgments 
we ought to betake our ſelves to the readieſt way of prevent. 
ing, or removing them,. to weeping, faſting, and mourn. 
ing. When men are really touched with an inward 
unfeigned ſorrow, they cannot carry it off with that 
fpirit, and air as not to be diſcover'd. It it breaks not 
aut at their eyes, or Fongue, yet their countenance,and 
carriage wear the Marks of it, and ſilently betray it. 
Counterfeiting on the other ſide is much more eaſy; 


and ſo common withal, that it has brought a ſcandal on 


all ſuch expreſſions of regret, and trouble, and made 
them be lookt upon as no better than counterfeit; and 
thereby done no ſmall miſchief to Religion, to which 
they may be very ſerviceable, and which will hardly, if 
at all, ſubſiſt, and live without them. For theſe out- 


ward Acts of Repentance are very proper, and natu- 


rally e the perfecting of that great work; and 
have been always lookt upon as figns of, and conducive 


to a real ſorrow for ſin. They have been uſed upon all 


occaſions by all the good men in the Old and New Feſta- 
ment: and commanded by God himſelf by his Pro- 
phets, by his Son, and. Apoſtles. upen all great emer- 
8 Jehoſaphat's Faſt is notorious. Ahab's upon 

od's denouncing Judgment againſt him is ſo too: 
and the effects of both you know. David thought 
bis Faſting a proper means to intreat God for the Death 
of his Son, and Nehemiah and Daniel uſe the ſame 
Rule for averting God's diſpleaſure: and Joel in this 
Chapter commands the children of Vrael to blow the 
„ WE trumpet, 
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trumpet, to ſanctif) a faſt, and call a ſolemn ene 
aui let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord weep be- 
tween the porch, and the altar, and let them ſay, Spare 
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to re- 
proach. And we find our Saviour, and his Apoſtles u- 
ſing it upon ſome occaſions where it was neceſſary to 
be taken off from the world, and to be wholly , and 
ſedfaftly applied to any bufineſs of Religion: and ſince 
them all Chriſtians have thought it a proper attendant 
on Prayer, and expreſſion of ſorrow, and means of 
Repentance: and Wiſe and Religious Princes have 
commanded it upon the Publick Neceſſities of Submiſ- 
ſion under God's Judgments, and deprecation of his 
wrath. 
Indeed the thing is in its ſelf ſo natural, that had 
we a due ſenſe of God's power, and the fierceneſs of 
his anger; had we a juſt notion of our own deſerts, 
and the number, and weight of our ſins, our Con- 
ſtitution would be Proclamation ſufficient: and we 
ſhould no more want being appointed to weep, and 
faſt, and mourn-, than in thoſe caſes where Nature 
does the work for us, and wont ſuffer us to do other- 
_ wiſe. There is indeed a Notion that all ſach appearance 
is Superſtitious, and Hypocritical ; and men ſup- 
pa themſelves in it by our Saviours appointment a- 
out Faſting, and his orders concerning our behaviour 
in it „ that we may not appear to men to fat: but. 
that place belongs not to publick Faſting, any more 
than the command about prayers does to prayers in the 
Publick Congregation : a only corrects the error, 
and Pride of thoſe that could not be content to have 
any of their Private Devotions, and Mortifications ly 
hid. There may indeed be Hypocriſy in ſuch an Ap- 
pearance of ſorrow. on a pubiick occaſion; ou ſo 
| | there 


there may be in the greateſt, and moſt eſſential Duties. 


but in the compoſure o \ 
carriage, and the ſettled ſeriouſneſs of the whole man. 


al. 


All that is intended or that can be thought to be ſo 
is; That weeping, and faſting, and mourning are ve- 
ry proper attendants on a Publick Humiliation : very 
natural ſigns of true ſorrow : and tend to promote it 
to a real and unfeigned Repentance , and thorough 


Converſion. Not that where they are there is Repen- 
tance: but that it may moſt likely be there, and very 


rarely is without them. Not that they too muſt be 
clamorous , and noiſy: for weeping, and mourning 
don't conſiſt in ſhedding tears, and wringing the hands; 

5 the heart, the gravity of the 


There ſurely ought on theſe occaſions to be ſome diffe- 


rence from what we commonly are; ſuch as will ſhow 


us to have, or at leaſt make People think we have (for 
there's ſomewhat of Decency and Uſe in ſuch a piece 


of Hypocriſy) other thoughts about us than attend 
us in our daily buſineſs: a greater Fixedneſs on things 


above; a deeper Hatred of our own Follies : a nearer 
Expectation of God's Vengeance; and a more hearty 


| Concern for the ons of it than we carry about us 


while we attend the Buſineſs, and Cares; the Diverſi- 
ons, and Pleaſures; the Follies, and Vanities of the 


world. He that is not at all moved, but is juſt as he 


uſed to be, as gay, and pleaſant, as full of light 
mirth, and gallantry upon ſuch occaſions, ſeems not 

ſſibly to have any Repentance about him, or any 
ſorrow, whatever he pretend, or confeſs; but is ve- 
ry likely without a new Repentance for his Behaviour, 
xo ſuffer a puniſhment for ſuch contempt , and abuſe 
of the means of God's Grace, as will fill him with 


true, unfeigned, and unremediable ſorrow. Things 


of fo ſolemn a nature, and ſo great concern ought to 


be 


k 13 


be attended with all the ſolemnity 7 and concern ima- 


ginable: and while we approach God on ſo tremen- 


dous an account, we ought to do it with all the Hu- 
miliation of our ſelves, with all the contempt of the 
world; with-all the Relyance on his Mercy, with all 
the Zeal in begging it , and with all the Dread of his 


Majeſty that we can fill our Souls with: and if theſe 
be our fix'd and ſettled thoughts we need not trouble 
our ſelves concerning our outward Deportment. For 
ſuch an Habit of ſoul will break out, and over-rule 
all indecencies of carriage, and we cannot but weep, 


and faſt, and mourn : theſe are the neceſſary outward 


ſigns of ſuch inward Diſpoſitions : and beſides too 
are excellent means for the advancing ſuch diſpoſiti- 


ons to virtuous Habits, and working in us 4 ſorrow to 


Repentance not to be repented of. Indeed this is all 


they are to be valwd for; nor do they do a man the 


leaſt good of themſelves, but only are ſigns of good 


Diſpoſitions, and fore-runners of Good Lives. They 
are the effects of ſorrow , and the Means of Repen- 


tance. Any farther than as they ſhow fuch Thoughts, 
and promote ſuch Ends they are no better than theSpells,. 
and Charms of Ignorant Pretenders to deceive, and. 


ruin people with a groundleſs opinion of their good- 
neſs, becauſe of their warmth in thefe Duties; tho? 


they neither flow from any good Cauſe or tend to any 


good effect. For the end of that forrow which pro- 
duces them, and of thoſe things themſelves is 2 


which makes them currant in Religion. 


So then III. Theſe outward figns of ſorrow mutt be 
accompanied with areal change of Heart, with a true 


Contrftion, and. thorough Repentance, Rent your 
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on- 
verſion and Repentance; It is that they look towards, 
and that is the Stamp that adds a price to them, and 


Heart 
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Heart and not your Garments , that is not only your 
Garments, but your Hearts alſo. Outward ſigns ha ve 
nothing in themſelves; and men ſhould be therefore 
very. cautious in judging rightly of them, and uſin 
them no otherwiſe than their Nature deſerves ;_ lea 
while they are carneſt about the Forms of Goalineſs, 
and the ſhell of Religion; while they take the Means, 
and Inftruments of Holineſs for Holineſs it ſelf, and 
uſe them like Charms, and Conjurations, as too many 
do, they loſe the Power , and Subſtance, and Reward 
of true Religion. Men are very willing to take up 
here, and content themſelves with outward Goodneſs ; 
becauſe there is not that difficulty therein as in alter- 
ing the frame they have work'd themſelves into; in 
turning the courſe, and ſtream of their violent affecti- 
ons to other objects; in correcting their ſettled Ha- 
bits; and becoming new Creatures againſt the Power 
and Force of Old Cuſtoms: Works, which they are ſo 
loth, and backward to ſet their Hands to, that they 
would be at any expence, and compound for almoſt 
any external performance, how troubleſome, and 
chargeable ſoever; and if God would but abate them 
theſe hardſhips they would make him amends another 
way. They would come before Him with Thouſands of 
Rams, and Ten Thouſands of Rivers of O), they would 
give Him the fruit of their Body for the ſin of their 
foul: whereas they know what it is that God requires, 
He has ſhowd them what is good; to do Juſtice, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with their God. Without this 
Obedience all their Offerings are of no value in His 
light; and unattended with a contrite , and broken 
Heart, a Sacrifice which He never deſpiſes, He hates 
and abhors them. So He declares to the People of 1/- 
rael, Iſaiah I. Bring, lays He, no more vain Ublations, 
Incenſe 
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Tacenſe is an Abomination to me. Jour nem Moons and 


your appointed Feaſis my Soul hateth , they are à trouble to 


me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye ſpread forth 
your Hands I will hide mine eyes from you; Jour Hands 


are full of Blood. W. aſh je, make ye clean, Put away the 


evil of your doings from my eyes. Ihen ſhall ye eat the 
good of the land. No other confideration will reconcile 
God unto us, or gain us acceptance with Him: but our 
Prayers will be thrown into the Air, and our Faſtings 

will be vain and empty Labours without the Change of 
our Lives, and our Obedience. So God tells the 1/rae- 
lites, Tech. VII. 5. that the outward exerciſe of Faſt- 
ing was no Faſt at all in his fight : Did ye at all faſt unto 
ne, even unto me? Execute true 15 ment, and ſhom mer- 
cy and compaſſion ev*ry one to His brother : but they would 
not hear; therefore when they cried I would not hear ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. And this they found by experience 
to be always true, as we may ſee by their complaint in 
the 58th of Iſalah; where this matter is largely and ele- 
eantly ſet forth; Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, 
and thou ſeeſt not. Wherefore have we afflicted our Soul, 
and thou takeſt no knowledge? To this God anſwers, Be- 
cauſe in the day of your Fat ye find pleaſure, and exatt 


= al! your labours. Behold ye faſt for ſtrife, and debate, and 


to ſmitewith the fit of wickedneſs. Te ſhall not faſt as ye 
do this day to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it ſuch 
a faſt that I have choſen ; a day for a man to afflict His 
Soul ? Is it to bow down His Head like a Bull-ruſh, and to 
ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under Him? Wilt thou call this 
a Faſt, an acceptable day to the Lord? No. He ſets out 
another ſort of Faſt for the gaining his Gracious Ear 
and favour, Is not this the faſt that I have choſen? to 
looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the Heavy Burdens, 

and to let the oppreſſed go fret, and bs ye break ev'ry yoke? 


1 


[13] 
Is it not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and that thou 
bring the Poor that are caſt out into thine Houſe ; When 
thou ſeeſt the Naked that thou cover him, and that thou 
hide not thy ſelf from thine own Fleſh? then ſhall thy light 
break forth as the morning, &c. All we can do, without 


any Converſion, and Holineſs attendant, or ſubſequent 


on it, is of no account; but to diſpleaſe God further, 
and add a Mocking, and Affronting of Him to the Sins 


we pretend to repent of. We then remove the cauſe 


of His Anger, and take up the Root of His Indignation 
when we put away the Unclean Thing from among us. 
And when we ſo turn to the Lord He turneth anto us. 


He is offended at us for nothing but our Sin, and there- 


fore, as nothing can make Him a Friend to us while we 
maintain, and cheriſh that enemy in defiance to His 


Holy Nature; fo nothing can ſtand betwixt us, and 


ſeperate us from His Love when we caſt off that, and re- 
turn unto Him. Then all things ſhall go well with us; 
All defigns againſt us ſhall be lay'd by; All Judgment 
ſhall be ſtopped 3 and though He have given out the 
word againſt us, and Deſtruction is at our Doors, yet 
Repentance is of ſuch Force, and has ſuch Intereſt, as 


to turn the edge of His vengeance, to rebate His Fury, 
and ſecure us from the Impending Ruine. Thus God 


Himſelf declares, Jer. 18. 7. At what Inſtant I ſhall 
ſpeak concerning 4 Kingdom, and concerning a Nation; 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and'aeftroy; If that Nati- 
on againſt whom ] have pronounced turn from their evil, 
I will repent of the evil that I determiwd to do unto them. 
And this His Declaration He made good to a tittle in 
the Caſe of N:zeveh, againſt which Judgment was gi- 
ven to be executed within a determined number of days; 
but was arreſted , and ſtay?d by their hearkning to the 
Prophet, and returning to God. Such m 
| 1 


[19] 
and Inſtances they are, that are the Comfort and Stay 
of poor finners : Without theſe they might lye down 
in their Miſery, nor ever ftrive to free themſelves out 
ofit. But here they have a refreſhing ſupport, and a 
ground of content, and reſt; that they have to do 
with a God that is ready and willing to pardon and 
W receive them. And, that I may come to the fourth 
thing | 80 

IV. This may encourage us to turn to the Lord our 
God. For God is gracious, ſlow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs. He is God, and not man, therefore we the ſons 
of men are not yet conſumed, nor ſhall be, but by a fire of 
our own kindling. He grants us all that is needful to 
bring us to Repentance; He is ready to pardon us up- 


: on that Repentance; He bears with us, and cuts us 
p not off, but gives us time for it; and would rather go 
. on in bleſſing, than be forced to let looſe His Anger and 


Wrath upon us. And even when He does execute ſome 
part of that, He is in the very execution of it more 
gracious than He would be in leaving us to the enjoy- 
ment, and the dominion of our own Luſts, and Plea- 
ſures; for He conſumes us not at once, but gives us 
warning by his puniſhing of us, and ſtirs us up, and 
moves us, and puts us in mind of his Power; that, by 
the conſideration of that, from what we feel we may 
take ſuch meaſures, as to eſcape what we deſerve; and 
prevent a final and utter Deſtruction. He is not guid- 
ed by Paſſion, and Heats, by Humour, and Fancy; but 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs attend all His Corrections, 
which are pointed at Edification, rather than Deſtru- 
ction, and are the Go re not of Hatred, and Vio- 
lence, but of Mildneſs, and Love. Had we poor mor- 
tals any but fo gracious and good a God to rule over us 
what would become of us? ?Tis well for us that His 
ce | „ Mercy 


_ 


Mercy is Infinite, otherwiſe it could not ſtand againſt. 


our Provocations; but muſt give place to his Juſtice un- 
der which we ſhould fall eternally miſerable. If upon 
the firſt occaſion we ſhould offer, we were to be taken 


off, Lord, who could long ſtand? If the firſt time 


we deſerve them hisPlagues were to be laid upon us,what 
deplorable Wretches ſhould we ſoon be ? How ought 
we then to rejoyce in our Happineſs that we have ſo 
gracious and long-{uffering a Father, to whom whene- 
ver we return we ſhall be favourably and joyfully recei- 


ved, and entertain'd. We may approach His Throne 


in confidence, being ſecure of a repulſe,and aflured that 
He turns off none that come unto Him. It may indeed, 
and ought to fill us with the utmoſt ſhame, and confu- 
fion, that we ſhould ever offend againſt ſo much Grace, 
and Goodneſs; but when we have offended it cannot 
but fill us with Comfort and Joy to think that there is 
ſtill ſo much Grace, and Goodneſs to fly to; where we 
{hall be ſure to meet with reception, and welcome. 
Without this we might fink Ex: . the weight of eter- 
nal Deſpair, nor dare to lift up our eyes to that Heaven 
which we may now view with Hopes, and Gladneſs. 
This is ourLife,and Encouragement ,and Pillar of Truſt; 
and the ſhame and confuſion which muſt poſſeſs us, 
when we conſider our unworthy actions towards a Gra- 
cious and Good God, ſerves to put Spirit, and Strength 
in our endeavours, in laying hold on his Promiſes ; and 
to make us ſtrive after Pardon, and Reconcilement with 
the more Zeal and Earneſtneſs. ?Tis for this end, that 
men might not be diſcourag'd in their Repentance, that 
God has choſen to repreſent Himſelf under ſo mild a 
Character throughout the Scriptures; as being moſt ſuit- 


ed to out Wants, & Infirmities,and moſt comfortable to iſ 


our Minds, and Conſciences. He Himſelf, and His 
| Prophets 
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Prophets in the Old Teſtament make ſuch Declarations : 
and His Son in the New, both by His Sermons, and Ex- 
ample, has given us the Higheſt Confirmation of them : 
and is now Himſelf ſet down at the right Hand of God, 
to make continual Interceſſion for us, and to be an Ad- 
vocate with the Father for the Pardon of our Sins, far 
which by His Death He was a Propitiation. 

I have now finiſhed, what I deſign'd, upon the Text: 
having ſhown the Cauſes of God's diſpleaſure to a Na- 
tion; the Means of avoiding it ; and the Encourage- 
ment we have to ſet Readily,and Heartily about them. 
I come now to the particular Buſineſs of the Day, and 
muſt beg your Patience while I apply what has been 
faid to our ſelves, 

To our ſelves; 4 Fooliſh People and Unwiſe ; A People 
laden with Iniquity; A ſinful Nation; A Seed of Evil 
Doers ; That have provoked the Lord to Anger, and for- 
ſalen the Holy One of Iſrael. God has ſhowed Himſelf 
unto us a Gracious God, and Merciful, flow to Auger, and 
of great Kindneſs : We have often provoked HimjtoAn- 
ger, and have felt the Anger that we have raiſed; We 
have then turned unto Him with Weeping, Faſling, and 
Mourning, and have rent our Garments before Him; and 
He has ſo repented Him as not to have utterly conſumed 

us: but we have not yet ſo rent our Hearts, and turned 
unto Him indeed, as not to lye under His Diſpleaſure ; 
as He has given us to feel by that Inſtance of it, for 
which we are now called upon to mourn. We have of- 
ten lain under His Afflicting Hand, and as often have had 
it taken off from us, and yet we have neither by His Judg- 
ments been forced, nor by His Mercies led to Repentance : as 
we have this day confeſs?d our ſelves unto Him. But, If 
to that Confeſſion we now add a real Converſion, He is 
the ſame God that he was: He will ſhow himſelf ſtill gra- 
cious & merciful to us, & will repent him of the evil, Not: 


22 


Not to look too far back upon the ſtate of our Nati- 
on, We have within the compaſs of fome of our Memo- 
ries enough to confirm what I have now ſaid. When 
God gave up our Settlement in Church, and State, and 
the Life of an Excellent Prince to the fury, & violence 
of a deſperate, & ungovern'd Multitude, it was thought 
a Viſitation beyond Example, and we ſtill confeſs, and 
bewail the fins that drew down fuch a Judgment on us. 
We afterwards had our Metropolis ruined , and laid in 
Aſhes, and a prodigious Loſs the Nation ſuſtained by an 
amazing, and unaccountable Conflagration. Our Peo- 
ple dropt off in Numbers, and fell by Thouſands, and 
Ten Thouſands in our ſtreets, by a terrible Plague, and 
Sickneſs. Theſe we look'd upon as juſt expreſſions of 
God's burning, and conſuming Wrath againſt us; and 
acknowledg'd them to be the due reward of our Unwor- 
thineſs. But the other day, (for it is ſtill, and I hope 
ever will be freſh in our Memories)as a Conſequence of 
the Expulſion of the Royal Family by the Power of the 
Prevailing Party, we had like to have felt the effects of 
an Education in a ſtrange Country, and a ſtrange Re- 
ligion. Our Church and our Conſtitution was deeply 
ſtruck at, All our Liberties dangerouſly threaten'd, and 
juſt falling into the Hands of our Enemies, and we our 
ſelves iuto Slavery. And tho? the Defign took not thro? 
Gods wonderful Providence a full effect, yet {till the Rod 
is held over us, and a Powerful Enemy kept in readi- 
neſs to oppreſs us; whenever God ſhall f 

him looſe, and command Him to be a ſcourge unto us. 
We have often bewail'd, and confeſs'd the fins that we 


own to be the cauſe of theſe Judgments ; We have pro- 
miſed, and vow'd to forſake them: But our Heart fails 


us in the work; and as ſoon as things are quiet, our Con- 
iciences are ſo too, and we drive on in the Old and Eaſy 
3 Road 


fee fit to let 
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Road of an Habitual Wickedneſs. Yet God has not 
forſaken us; but gives us at Convenient Diſtances No- 
tice of His Impending Vengeance; and by more eaſy, 
and tender Examples lets us know what we muſt expect; 
and thereby ſtirs us up to conſider how we may eſcape 
what We deferve, by Repentance. To this end He has 
lately ſent theWind,& Storm to execute His Word up- 
on us, and has viſited us with a Tempeſt, that, conſi- 
der'd in its Violence, and Extent, is not to be match'd- 
in Hiſtory. A Tempeſt, that made our Houſes, and 
our Hearts to tremble; and terrify'd us with the Ex- 
pectation of Death, and Ruine every Moment: that 
made the Seas to roar, and theW aves to lift up their Heads, 
& the Ships thereof to ſtagger to and frolike a drunken man. 
That in the event prov'd the Deſtruction of vaſt Riches, 
and the End of many miſerable Lives; and left a pub- 
lick Damp on the Face of the Nation; no part of which 
went free from ſome Lols, or other, either in their own- 
Perſons, or thoſe of their Relations, and Friends; 
nor any one Perſon from the Common loſs the Nation - 
it ſelf ſuſtain'd, which was very conſiderable. 

This is chiefly the occaſion of our now meeting to- 
gether, 2% humble our ſelves before God in a deep ſenſe of 
His Heavy Diſpleaſure ſbem'd forth in the late form aud 
Tempezt, which God has kept in our Minds by ſuch. 
Blaſts fince, as, tho? they had appear'd greater, would 
have affrighten'd us leſs, had we not felt that wonder- 
ful one before, of which theſe were only, as it were, the 
Reliques. And He has even this Morning raiſed us 
with ſuch one as was fit to put us in a right Poſture of 
Mind, and make us more really concerned, and un- 
affectedly ſerious on this occaſion, than we might have 
been, had we been left to our own Careleſs, and“ 
Forgetful Temper, without ſuch Moving Remembran- 
ces. Upon. 


— . 
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Upon the Conſideration of theſe Evidences of 
God's diſpleaſure to us, we are call'd upon this Day 
to Weeping , Faſting, and Mourning: 1½ order to 
the Obtaining Pardon for our crying fins ; the Avert- 
ins God's Judgments; and the Continuance of thoſe 
PMercies we now enjoy, We are now Performing this 
work; And if we reſt in an outward Performance 
only, we deceive our ſelves into Ruine; for God 
will abhor us more and more : But it our Outward 
Shows be accompanied with a real Inward Sorrow 
and that ſorrow followed by a New Life, God will 
repent , and turn, and leave a Bleſſing behind Him. 
Notwithſtanding all our former Ingratitude , and Un- 
{xuitfulneſs He will receive and re-inſtate us in His Fa- 
vour; and what ever Evil He ſtill deſigns us will be 
then turned into Good. Nor can we in the leaſt 
doubt this, when we conſider how He has already 
dealt by us; for the ſame Reaſons that have mo- 
ved Him to be Long: ſuſfering will engage Him like- 
wiſe to be Gracious; and He that has born with us, 
only that we might repext, will certainly pardon 
us if we do. He will on our Converſion bleſs us, 
who cven while we were not converted did not ruine 
us; but deliver'd us out of all the Evils,which He was 
pleas'd to throw us into. 


1 


When we groan'd under the Oppreſſions of a 
lawleſs Uſurpation, He ſettled us again on our own 
Frame, and reſtored our Laws, and Conftitution 
by reſtoring the Royal Family, and bringing back 
the Prince whom the Iniquity of thoſe Times had 
baniſh'd from us: When we trembled under diſ- 
mal Apprehenſions for our Religion, and Liberties, 
He quieted our Fears, and reſcued our Rights by 
ſending our late Moſt Gracious Sovereign for our 

: Defence 
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Defence and Security: And though We abus'd 

both theſe His Mercies, turning the one into an Oc- 
caſion of Wild Debauchery , and the other of Vi- 

olent Animoſities, yet the firſt He bleſs'd with a 

Time of Peace, and Eaſe, and Plenty: and the 

other He hath confirm'd to us by ſetting Her pre- 

ent Moſt Excellent Majeſty on the Throne , and | 

by giving us, hopes of ſuch A Succeſſion as will pre-  _ © 
ſerve Inviolable that Religion, and Conſtitution, 

which SHE is the ſtrength and ornament of; and 

which SHE endeavours to fix on a ſure and im- 

moveable Foundation, by encouraging virtue, and 

= diſcouraging vice and immorality., which only 
can, and which, if not prevented , certainly 

will be the Ruine of them. For not all our Cries, 5 

and Commendations; not all all our Talk of the e 

Purity of our Reformation, and the Excellency 

of our Church will ſave us. We may ſay The 

Temple of the Lord', The Temple of the Lord , The 

Temple of the Lord, but unleſs we walk worthy 

of what we profeſs, and our Lives and Conver- 

{ations come up to the Purity of our Church, we 

ſhall be deſtroyed , both we and it. Gods mercies 4 
to us, and Deliverances.of us do not prove that © x 

He will always hold out to be merciful, and De- 2 

liver us; nor, becauſe His Judgments. have not. yet 

been Final, will He never root us up, and de- 1 7 

ſtroy us. We make ule of Them to a very ill Pur- 5 5 
poſe, if we perſuade our ſelves to this by Them 

when they were intended to bring us to Repen- 5%. 

tance, and ſo to prevent an utter Ruinèe, which k 

they are only warnings and Forerunners of, For, 

It God ſaves in vain, and affi& in vain; If 5 

we turn His Bleſſings into 8 of | wantonneſs, 
— 3 
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and His Judgments of Murmurings; If we hear- 
ken not unto His calls but proceed in our own Ima- 
ginations, our End will be Deſtruction , for which 
we ſ:zem to be fo ripe, and in ſo fair a way to 
Ruine, that it is High Time to rouſe, and Look 
about us. 

Our Impiety, Irreligion, and Protaneneſs are 
open and avowed: Our Laws, provided againſt 
them are Publickly, and Notoriouſly diſregarded , 
both in the Obſervation, and Execution: Swearing , 
and Curling fill our Streets, and the Tremendous 
Name of God is blaſphemed , and No One lays it to 
heart: God's Worlhip, and Word, and Sacraments 
are ſhamefully neglected, or lightly paſs'd over: Hr | 
Day profan'd, and his Servants made the Mirth of 
Wicked Company, and the Subject of Ridiculous | 
Buffoonry. All that's ſober, and ſerious begins to M 
grow out of Repute; and is likely to be more ſo in 
the next Age, by that free, and unlimited manner of 

* Educatioq, that now prevails , and thoſe extravagant | 

'F | Freedoms , that being allow'd, or wink'd at muſt 

hi throw Youth into Ill Company; to which they have 

| on all ſides Temptations, and from which they have 

Wo generally neither the Advice, nor Example of their 

18 Fathers to reſtrain them. But above all give me leave 

A on this Occaſion for unto God it is vain to Lye, and | 

| 8 85 our ſelves it is madneſs to Flatter) Give me leave 1 
bs (ay to take Notice of that fad and Deplorable Divi- 

_ = ſion, and that Notorious, I had almoſt ſaid Tolera- } 

ted, Drunkenneſs that Reigns among Us. Our Divi- 
ſions are ſuch, fo warmly purſued, fo zealouſly, and 
uncharitably mantained, as to be a Scandal to Chriſtta- } 

"nity. And our Drunkenneſs ſo univerſally ſpread as 
alone to be ſufficient to fink and drown us. Our Di- 

| Vviſions 
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„„ EF - 
viſions of themſelves make ſtir, and noiſe enough; 
but when they are carry'd on, and manag'd with a 
new Heat, and the Madneſs of Wine is join'd to the 
Madneſs of the People, We muſt be thought to aefire 
Tumults; and to be ſo far from groaning under God's 
late Judgment, that, when Providence has ſuſpended 
its wrath, and Nature ſeems to lye quiet, rather than 
be without, We will raiſe Storms and Tempeſts for our 
ſelves. There is no Excuſe can be made for this: No- 
thing can be ſaid to extenuate it. For We can never 
with any Face pretend that ſuch wicked means are ne- 
ceflary for the Preſervation of our Church, and ſecuri- 
ty of our Settlement againſt their Enemies: ſeeing that 
would be defending and ſecuring the Nation by what 
muſt be its Deſtruction ; and for our Safety, and De- 
fence letting in our worſt Enemies, Vice and Immora- 
lity. As our Ends are Good, and Great, let us not 40 


vl to gain them, but let our Means be like them, and 


God will be for the event. But when our Means 
are wicked, and ſinful, whatever we think for the pre- 
ſent, the Event hereafter will be utter Deſtruction to 


our Church, and Nation. Let us conſider of theſe 


things, and every one in our ſeveral Conditions put our 
hands to the Amendment and Converſion of all our 
Lives, to the Diſcouragement of Wickedneſs, to the 
Obſervance of Divine, and Execution of Humane 
Laws; that God may be appeas'd before a worſe thing 
come unto us. Let us turn unto the Lord, that Iniquity 
be not our Ruine: and repent, lea ii we all likewiſe periſh. 
Let us, as the Text adviſes, turn unto the Lord with all 
our Hearts, and then as it follows, Our Floors ſhall be 
full of wheat, ana the Fatts ſhall overflow with wine, and 


rs; And God will reſtore to us what He has taken from 


. us, 
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ue, and we ſhall live in plenty, and eat, and be ſatisfied, - 
and ſhall be never aſhamed. Such are the bleſſings that 
will attend our Repentance, that if the Loſſes, and 
Afflictions we have Werd eng but move and ſtir us up 
to go through with it, we ſhall not have bought our 
Conſideration and Wiſdom too dear. And we ſhall have 
Reaſon for ever to rejoyce at the {ad Occaſion, if we 
thereby ſhall be. brought to anſwer the good deſign of 
this day: and if we ſhall ſo effectually humble our ſelves 
before God under the ſenſe of His Heavy Diſpleaſure ſhew'd 
forth unto us, as to obtain of Him a Bleſſing to the Arms of 
Her Majeſty and Her Allies, a Pardon of our crying ſins, 
the Averting of His Judgments, and the Continuance of 
His Mercies, and in moſt eſpecial manner that of the Pro. 
zeftant Religion to our ſelves and our Poſterity. Amen. 
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